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Struck by the grandeur of the idol of Rama in this tem-
ple Desika, contributed the outstanding hymn Raghuvira Gad-
hyam which is the epitome of the Ramayana. The temple of
Devanatha in Thiru Vahindripuram is sitauted on a beautiful
bend of the river Gadilam which is also known as Garuda nadhi
in Vaishnavite literature. The river Gadilam and the hillock
Oushadagiri add to the enchanting beauty and hallowed sur-
rounding for the temple which is situated between these two
natural scenic splendours. The temple is majestic and breath
takingly beautiful.
There is a separate temple for Hayagriva on Oushadagiri.
Hayagriva is the form of Lord Vishnu where the Lord has the
face of a horse. Hayagriva was the Ishta devata of Vedanta
Desika whose life is very closely intertwined with the history of
this place. In this temple, there is a very beautiful bronze idol
of Hayagriva. It is a very rare image. There is also another
bronze of Hayagriva inside the main temple and tradition has
it that <his idol of Hayagriva inside the main temple is the one
which was worshipped by Vedanta Desikar himself.
The temple has become famous and the village has also
become sacred because of the great Vaishnavite saint Vedanta
Desika. Originally he hailed from Kanchipuram, but he settled
down at Thiruvahindrapuram to worship the presiding deity.
Inside the main temple, there is a separate shrine for Desika
and there are festivals celebrated separately for him. The utsava
bhera of Desika is very attractive. Even today, we can see the
house where Desika lived. It is situated on the western row of
the main street in the village. There is also a well which was
reportedly built by Desika himself, after a mason challenged him
to build one if he deserved the title of Sarvatantra Swatantra.
Till recently, Desika's Sathumurai day was declared as a District
holiday by the State Government. The annual festival for Desika
in September-October of every year is a very popular and grand
function in this temple. Desika is worshipped here both as God
and as an acharya.lt is also said that the icon of Desika available
in the temple was made by himself. It is here at the age of about
20 years Desika did penance on the hill and secured the grace
of Hayagriva.